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Equity Advisory Group – Equity Lens 
Session 

Meeting Date: 09/18/2024 

Time: 12:00 pm – 1:30 pm  

Location: Zoom Meeting 

Attendees: 
Facilitator Present EAG Member Member Organizations 

Amber Lenhart  ☐ Clyde Abrahamson Spokane Indian Housing Authority 

Avista Team Member ☐ Margee Chambers Spokane Clean Air 

Kelly Dengel ☒ Connie Kliewer NEWESD101 

Ana Matthews ☐ Clair Trapp Rural Resources 

Dan Blazquez ☐ Joe Reilly SNAP 

Amanda Ghering ☒ KJ January Spectrum 

Kristine Meyer ☐ William von Bracht Othello, school English as 2nd language 

Kelsey Solberg ☐ Michele Bennington Community member at large 

Karen Cash ☐ Brook Beeler Department of Ecology Eastern Region 

John Lyons ☐ Jupiter McGee Sunrise Spokane Affiliation (youth led) (Facebook) 

Tom Pardee ☐ Vanessa Strange Spokane Public Library 

Annette Brandon ☒ Tami Dillion Providence 

 ☒ Latrice Williams Community Member/ WA state board of Equity 

 ☐ Cindy Kimmet Takesa Village  

 ☐ Carmen Groom SNAP 

 ☐ Sandra Childers Rural Resources 

 ☒ Jean Kindem Aging & Long-Term Care of Eastern Washington 

 ☒ Karen Boone Red Cross 

  Guests  
  Amanda Parrish Lands Council 
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https://www.myavista.com/-/media/myavista/content-documents/about-us/ceta/eag-members-ceip-table.pdf
https://www.spokanehousing.org/housing-programs/
https://spokanecleanair.org/
https://www.esd101.net/
https://ruralresources.org/
https://www.spectrumcenterspokane.org/
https://www.othelloschools.org/domain/143
https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/contact-us/region-contacts#ERO
https://sunrisespokane.org/
https://www.facebook.com/sunrisespokane/
https://www.spokanelibrary.org/
https://takesavillage.coop/
https://www.snapwa.org/
https://www.altcew.org/
https://www.redcross.org/local/washington/about-us/locations/greater-inland-northwest.html
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EAG Equity Lens Session Meeting Notes 

I. Welcome & Introductions 

Overview of Meeting: Rules and Intent  

II. Partner Share 
• Aging and long-term care is moving to the new Rock Point facility in October, there will be an 

open house, provides them with more space to support their clients. 

• Spectrum has teamed up with INBA to host an out in the park event at Mission Park this 
Saturday 9/21/24 from noon to 4 pm playing games and having a fun family event. 

III. SpoCanopy Update 
 

Amanda Parrish, executive director at the non-profit lands council, their goal is to preserve the 
forests, waterways, and natural resources in Washington through several initiatives outlined 
below. 
 
Water to restoration work: active in restoring waterways with native plant buffers. 
Environmental education: helps to fund outdoor experiences in junior high and high schools 
through grants with the department of ecology. 
 
Public Land work: provides recreational, wildlife habitat, clean water, opportunities to hunt, fish, 
and gather. Colville national forest is the most productive forest in the entire unties states, 
harvesting logs so new one can grow etc.,  
 
Climate Justice: works with diverse community partners to develop equitable solutions to the 
region’s unique challenges. Focuses on policies related to regional climate change effects and 
mitigation potentials.  
 
SpoCanopy:  planting free street trees to low-income neighborhoods, this is a community driven 
program to equitably increase the urban canopy in Spokane. Neighborhoods can choose the 
type of tree in a list of approved trees, there are no costs, does not need to own the home, the 
tree is provided, and the resident is a partner in watering that tree over the time, but the tree 
maintenance is provided by the Lands Council.  
Spokane City = $6M received in grants to support initiative 
Spokane County = $6M received in grants to support initiative  
 
Discussed benefits of urban trees 
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Trees as an Equity Issue:  

 
New York Times article, higher median income equates to more trees and the same goes for 
Spokane. The lower the income the fewer trees there typically are which leads to higher 
temperatures in and around homes.  
 
Discussed redlining and how there were policies to deny investments and resources in certain 
areas and those would be outlined in red on maps which is no longer a legal practice, but there 
is a lot of catch up that we need to do to invest in these communities now.  
 
Facilitator: There is also a huge difference in life expectancy between these neighborhoods (e.g., 
Riverside [downtown] vs. Southgate [south hill])! This is a great presentation on one of the legacy 
impacts of redlining. 
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Spokane was the small city to ever host a world fair, they chose environmental stewardship as 
their foundation and planted many trees. In honor of this legacy the Lands Council wanted to 
expand the forest that was provided 

  



 

EAG Equity Lens Session Avista Corp. Page 5 of 9 

Even today people use these trees for shade during events at the park. The Land Council and 
partners planted more trees this May in honor of expo 74 through funding received from Avista’s 
NCIF. Goal was to plant 500 trees, planted 50 each year previously, they planted 782 trees 
during this event.  

 

 
Facilitator: It's so great to see youth engaged in this effort! That's something we've been talking 
about in this group. 
 
Member: This is wonderful, I love this program, what are the best trees to plant that are the right 
tree for the right place?  
Lands council: Check with us before you buy a tree, we have trees and can offer advice on the 
best trees. Blue Moon is my favorite arborist retailer.  
Company: As someone who lives in a neighborhood with a minimal tree canopy, I LOVED 
seeing the tree planting happening in my neighborhood this spring. Kudos to TLC for making our 
neighborhoods cooler and more walkable! 
Member: Thank you for this information, I was not aware of all of this information, and you 
connected all the dots. 
Member: I will be sharing this with my organization and reach out to see how we can benefit 
from some trees or how we can support volunteerism in this space.  
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IV. Named Community Investment Fund Update 
 
Refresher on the NCIF: 

 
 
Discussed EAG NCIF prioritization table and how we use this table each time we review 
applications.  
 

 
 
Discussed how we review and discuss applications in a competitive environment as outlined 
below: 
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Provided an overview of commitments made to date on NCIF projects, we are almost fully 
subscribed for 2024 and are now looking at projects that are trickling into 2025. 
 

 
 
We have been sharing a new story each month to share how customers and communities are 
benefiting from the NCIF and other grants as we partner with other organizations as needed to 
support each organizations individual needs. Stories can be found on myavista.com through 
“Avista Connections” and on social media platforms.  



 

EAG Equity Lens Session Avista Corp. Page 8 of 9 

 
 
Discussed specific projects that have been supported by the NCIF. Making homes available to 
individuals who may not otherwise have been able to afford homes and they are highly energy 
efficient homes through NCIF grants and traditional appliance rebates. Applying NCIF funds 
helps to keep the costs of the homes low and affordable for these customers. We have supported 
2 homes so far and working on a 3rd now and anticipate 5 homes next year. 
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Member: This is really impressive work, thank you 
Member: I want to echo this too and to see this come full circle is great. I love that I was a part 
of this work. 
Member: I would love to get a copy pf this presentation. The first pages of the presentation I 
would love to look at, thank you. I met with Al French last week and he was very interested in 
this work, and we would love to learn more about what you are doing in this space.  
Facilitator: As a reminder, all presentations for the Equity Advisory Group are always available 

online at Washington's Clean Energy Future (myavista.com) 

Facilitator: You can sign up for the newsletter here: https://cloud.ask.myavista.com/CEIP-

Newsletter-Signup  

V. Your Support Team and Next Meeting  
 

• Next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday October 23rd and Friday October 25th.  

• Please sign up for our quarterly newsletter if you have not already and we hope to see 
you all in October. 

VI. Additional Resources 
Resource Link Description 

Washington’s Clean Energy Future Avista page for CETA related activities 

Clean Energy Transformation Act Clean Energy Transformation Act - Washington State Department of Commerce 

Chapter 19.405 RCW Laws and Regulations: Revised Code of Washington Investor-owned utilities 
Chapter 480-100 WAC Laws and Regulations: Washington Administrative Code Investor-owned utilities 

WA Energy Strategy Washington State Energy Strategy 

CETA Overview  CETA overview and interim assessment 

  

 
 
 

https://www.myavista.com/about-us/washingtons-clean-energy-future
https://cloud.ask.myavista.com/CEIP-Newsletter-Signup
https://cloud.ask.myavista.com/CEIP-Newsletter-Signup
https://www.myavista.com/about-us/washingtons-clean-energy-future
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/growing-the-economy/energy/ceta/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=19.405
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=480-100
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/growing-the-economy/energy/2021-state-energy-strategy/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/growing-the-economy/energy/ceta/ceta-overview/
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