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CEIP Advisory Group  

Meeting Date: February 18, 2025 

Time: 9:00am – 10:30am 

Location: Zoom Meeting 

Attendees: 
 

Avista: Members: 

Kelly Dengel John Hoover 

Amanda Ghering Cindy Kimmet 

Shawn Bonfield Sofya Atitstogbe 

Heather Webster Carol Weltz 

Meghan Pinch Dan Kirschner 

 Karen Boone 

Mike Magruder Margee Chambers 

John Gross Charlee Thompson 

James Gall Nora Hawkin 

Ana Matthews Lynn Suksdorf 

Josie Cummings Molly Morgan 

Ariana Barry Nathan South 

 Lisa Stites 

 Katie Chamberlain 

 Jean Marie Dryer 

  

  

  

  

 
Agenda Facilitator 

I. Welcome & Introductions 

– Overview of Meeting: Rules and Intent 

II. 2025 CEIP Interim Targets and Specific Actions 

III. CEIP Meetings through 2025 

Kelly Dengel 

 

James Gall & Kelly Dengel 

Kelly Dengel 

 

 
Meeting Notes 

 
Welcome & Introductions  

Introductions and Meeting Rules and Intent and review of today’s agenda. 

 

2025 CEIP Interim and Specific Targets Review 

  
CETA Goals: 
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CEIP Targets for 2026-2029 

 
 
Molly: Are these proposed targets the same as the proposed targets in the 2025 IRP? 
Company: Yes, they are the same. We split resource allocation for the two states we 
serve electricity to, Washington and Idaho using the “PT ration” 65.5% for WA and 34.5% 
for Idaho  
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Lynn: What does the acronym REC mean? 
Company: REC stands for Renewable Energy Credit and it’s a certificate of proof that 
the power was generated by a renewable or clean energy source. You can sperate the 
energy from REC and sell both independently or keep them together and sell or retire 
together.  
 

 
Nathan: Does that mean Idaho's percentage of clean energy will remain flat or will it 
decrease during this time period? 
Company: There are potential reductions, but it depends on production and if RECs need 
to be purchased from Idaho to serve Washington. We have had low generation the past 
couple of years and if we have a low water year in WA then we can draw from our Idaho 
share of clean energy RECs to cover the low water years. We’re typically long and we 
sell power into the market to benefit customers.  
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Nathan: Are the data centers requiring 24/7 100% clean energy? 
Company: That depends on where their building is located, Washington or Idaho, they 
would have to follow that state’s laws.  
 

 
 
Company: Looking for comments throughout the CEIP period and once approved then 
we will start looking at implementing the project, we would anticipate power to produce 
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by the end of 2029. We are exploring community solar options; the grant does not cover 
battery storage, so we are still exploring that option.  
Nora: The WSU Community Solar Expansion Program can cover the cost of energy 
storage - just FYI 
 
 
 

 
Company: Avista plans to participate in these projects and are planned to start before 
the end of 2029. 
 
Sofya: Is there a reason some connections are 2 lines and some are just 1?  
Company: The two lines are double connectors lines; they determine the capacity 
amounts.  
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Company: Conditions in our 2021 CEIP, Condition 2 outlined the fine use rules and the 
thought was that the final use rules were right around the corner and an updated base 
line would be available, but we still do not have final use rules, I am not sure if this is 
needed during the next CEIP? Maybe we need to update the baseline? We would like 
some feedback on that. We are not proposing to deviate from our methodology for our 
next CEIP, so we are not sure if analysis as outline in condition 5 below is required, so 
please think about that, but condition 6 will apply.  
 

 
Company: We will study the cost impacts of the targets above and provide them in the 
final CEIP. Please let us know your thoughts on these proposed studies for comparing 
costs to comply with the four-year targets. These will be discussed further in our April 
meeting as well. We can show some scenarios in the May meeting that help discuss the 
cost of compliance. We can show REC values based on bundled vs unbundled etc.,  
 

 
Company: These are the input we are currently considering for the incremental cost 
inputs.  
 
Margee: If electric utilities rely on Federal funding to help fund transition to clean energy, 
and the Federal funding is frozen, will the WA clean power plan/climate commitment act 
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legislation/regulations be able to adjust targets to reflect the challenge of frozen federal 
funding?  
Company: The rules are clear on what we have to do, and who pays for that is decided 
amongst the legislatures. More to come on that depending on the funding outcomes here.  
 
 
Energy Efficiency Targets and Specific Actions 
 

 
 
Company: These are IRP forecasts and not based on actual CPA analysis and will be 
updated accordingly as information is available.  
 

 
 
Company: We will include as many calculations and specific actions as possible in this 
CEIP filing, but due to the misalignment above there may be some items missing but they 
will be covered in the BCP filing a month later.  
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Lynn: Are there possible costs or assessments related to this misalignment? Any fees or 
penalty costs?  
Company: We do not anticipate any penalty or costs, but I do think we will be able to 
have enough details to know whether the IRP numbers are accurate or not and what 
needs to be updated for CEIP filing.  
 
 
Demand Response Targets and Specific Actions  

 
Nathan: Is there any CETA "credit" available for converting customers from gas to 
electric? Or does CETA only apply to electricity generation? 
Company: Only applies to electric generation 
 
Molly: Is Avista planning to issue a demand response RFP in 2025 as well? 
Company: The All-Source energy & capacity RFP will cover Demand response as well 
as clean energy needs.  
 
Demand Response Targets and Specific Actions  
 

 
Company: We are setting aspirational goals for each equity area and we will talk about 
the specifics next month. 
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Named Community Investment Fund 

 
 
 
Company: We proposed $5 million in the 2021 CEIP and we made specific spending 
buckets that were more complicated than they needed to be. We propose removing the 
limits by funding types and a one-year rollover for Community funds, as we only have a 
one-year role over for the EE. The buckets will remain for visibility, but the funding limits 
in each will go away, if approved.  

Nathan: Is the $5M target set by Avista or the state? What drove that amount? 
Company: In our first CEIP we proposed this as a special action and are the only utility 
that has this program. We proposed up to 1% of electric retail sales which equated to $5 
million. We removed the 1% caveat and are proposing a flat $5 million.  

Carol: Sounds like a good plan. Appreciate the flexibility in Named Community Fund. 
Thanks for all your hard work.   
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Wrap Up  
 

 
 
Company: Reminder of upcoming meeting on March 18, 2025.   
 
Company: Are there any questions or comments? 
Molly: Can we go back to the conditions slide? Want to make sure I understand the 
thoughts here. I will look at the original condition and the modified condition from 2023, 
initial thoughts are that any time there are new interim targets that this condition would 
apply, so this condition would apply. But I will take a look and do some more thinking for 
#2 and #6 and get back to you in the next meeting. NCIF changes make sense, why 
limit yourself.  
 
Molly: Talking about the energy efficiency timing of the CEIP and BCP: Staff, myself 
and Avista have talked quite a bit about this and we have reviewed the original CEIP 
rulemaking from several years ago and the timing was intentional, but it is something 
that we could change if there was enough momentum behind it in the future.  
 
John: Has there been any thoughts given to the method of providing public information 
and gaining feedback on the plan? What process was used with the past plan?  
Company: This CEIP has more time, we will hold these meetings, EAG meetings, hold 
quarterly meetings and will send out a written draft of the CEIP for feedback before 
filing.  
 
Nora: Can you say a bit more about how the 1.5 MW target for community solar was 
selected? (Please feel free to point me to the IRP if easier!) And would credits go on 
customers' bills or go into Avista's energy assistance account? 
Company: We looked at what amount was available on land we already own and 1.5 is 
approximately what is available, so it’s anticipated it will work out well as long as funding 
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is received. We are still exploring how to distribute the funds, but at this point we are 
thinking it will go to low-income customers to prevent disconnection for non-payment. 
This will be fully discussed with our EAG etc., before any decisions are made. 


